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effort to see beautiful objects, whicli threatened to dis-
appear from, niy field of vision, or to catch faint receding
tones of preternatural sweetness; and some dreamers
allege that they are able to retain a recollection of the
feeling of strain connected with such exercise of atten-
tion in sleep.

The main function of this voluntary attention in
dream-life  is seen  in the selection of those images

o

which are to pass the threshold of clear consciousness.
I have already spoken of a selective action brought
about by the ruling emotion. In this case, the atten-
tion is held captive by the particular feeling of the
moment. Also a selective process goes on in the case
of the action of those associative dispositions just re-
ferred to. But in each of these cases the action of
selective attention is comparatively involuntary, passive,
and even unconscious, not having anything of the
character of a conscious striving to compass some end.
Besides this comparatively passive play of selective
attention, there is an active play, in which there is
a conscious wish to gain an end; in other words, the
operation of a definite motive. This motive may be
described as an intellectual impulse to connect and
harmonize what is present to the mind. The voluntary
kind of selection includes and transcends each of
the involuntary kinds. It has as its result an imitation
of that order which is brought about by what I have
called the associative dispositions, only it consciously
aims at this result. And it is a process controlled by a
feeling, namely, the intellectual sentiment of consis-
tency, which is not a mode of emotional excitement
enthralling the will, but a calm .motive, guiding the